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The only person to serve as 
Camas city administrator has an- 
nounced his plans to retire. 

Lloyd Halverson, who has held 
the position for nearly 23 years, 
revealed his decision publicly on 
Friday during the city’s annual 
planning conference at the Camas 
Community Center. 

In an emotional statement, he 
said he will Jeave his full-time du- 
ties in early fall 2012, at which 
time he said he would be open to 
working for the city on 4 part-time 
basis through March 2013, 

During this time he would as- 
sist with the transition to a new 
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seat in June and elected in No- 
vember, said 10 months ago when 
Halverson first broached the topic 
with him, his first reaction was “to 
beg this man to stay with me dur- 
ing my time as mayor.” 


position. He previously worked for 
seven years as the city manager in 
Independence, Ore. He also spent 
time as an executive director for 
a private non-profit organization 
in California and early in his pro- 


fessional] life was a high school 
teacher in California, 

Halverson said when he initial- 
ly took the job in Camas he never 
imagined his career bere would 
span so long. In 1989, Camas 
was home to approximately 6,000 
residents, and the city employed 
about 65 people. Now, there are 
19,620 residents and 174 fuli- 
time equivalent employees. 

“The dynamic development in 
the community has brought in- 
teresting challenges for two de- 
cades,” he said. “And it continues 
to bring interesting challenges.” 

Councilman Don Chaney has 
worked with Halverson in two dif 
ferent capacities. In 2007 Chaney 
retired as the Camas police chief 
after a: 35-year cureer with the 
city. That same year, he was elect- 
ed by voters to serve on its City 
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Uoyd Halverson announced 
Friday that he plans ta retire, 
His full-time duties will end in 


August, but he will continue to 
work for the city in a part-time 
capacity for a period of time. 
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Council. 

“He is the stability of 
our organization,” Chaney 
said. “He is our rock. He 
is an eternal optimist, but 
he has the competence too, 
We all have confidence in 
him.” 

From day one, Haly- 
erson has held a special 
interest in preserving 
property for open space 
and parks land within city 
limits. 

Camas currently boasts 
1,650 acres of publicly 
owned parks and open. 
space areas, and approxi- 
mately 24 miles of watk- 
ing and biking trails, The 
city’s 14th developed park, 
Fallen Leaf Lake Park. 
was dedicated in August. 
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“If there is going to be 
@ legacy, and there will be 
one, probably the most no- 
table will be how this com- 
munity will look green for 
years to come because of 
his efforts,” Chaney said. 
Higgins said recruit- 
ment for Halverson's re- 
Placement will begin this 
spring, and will likely fo- 
cus on building a pool af 
applicants hailing from 
Oregon and Washington. 
“We won't find another 
Lloyd, and we know that,” 
Higgins said. “It’s awfully 
intimidating to know that 
I could set the course for 
the next 23 years. I won't 
be aa a alone. Our 
‘am and the communi! 
will be involved.” oo 
Halverson also plans to 
take part in the search ef 
fort, which aims to have a 


new city administrator in 
place by September. 

“My assistance can fo- 
cus on assuring a good 
Process, and assuring a 
good field of high qual- 
ity applicants,” Halverson 
said. “It is likely that the 
timing of this process will 
naturally fayor an attrac- 
tive group of candidates.” 

Halverson said the deri- 
sion to retire was difficult 
but he has confidence in 
the city’s current “cast,” 
from elected officials to de- 
partment heads and em- 
playees, 

“It's been an incredible 
opportunity,” he said of 
his career in Camas. “The 
team has’ built a shin- 
ing city on the hill. { fove 
this community, I love this 
team. | love this job.” 


